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Update from the field, January, 2009 

New Property Added! Second Carbon Sequestration 

Project Beginning! New Building at Milpe!  

tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŎƻǊƻǳǘŜ .ƛǊŘŜǊǎΩ ¢ǊŀƛƭΗ 

The worldΩǎ ƘŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƻƭƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ōǳǘ a/C 

keeps moving forward. This update from the field is the first of a 

series we will be sending to friends of the foundation. Thank 

ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻƴΧ  

 

Tax deductible donations from USA 

You´ll find here the essence of what MCF has been up to 

throughout 2008 and a glimpse at our plans for 2009. MCF has 

achieved a great deal in its first seven years thanks to kind 

donors and a lot of hard, creative work. 2008 saw the 

ŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ a/C ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 

ever and continue to generate innovative solutions to 

conservation issues for birds and the communities they depend 

on for their survival. We invite your comments, your questions, 

your visits and we ask for your support. 

Ecoruta el Paseo del Quinde 

www.ecorutadelquinde.org 

There are numerous bits of news 

from our Ecoroute project: 

South America´s first-ever 

community run birders´ trail. 

The Ecuadorian Ministry of 

Tourism and Provincial 

Government of Pichincha have 

ratified their support of the 

route and are beginning with 

new, comprehensive signage, 

and pledges to support the 

design and construction of an 

interpretive center to be located 

on a piece of land above the 

Mindo valley donated by a 

neighbor for the cause.                  

Ministry personnel are also re-

examining the National Strategy 

for Avitourism (copyright MCF 

and CORPEI, 2006) and have 

plans to fund Ecuador´s 

participation in the British Bird 

Fair and other key elements of 

the promotion campaign 

described in the Strategy. 

The Ecoroute interpretive center 

remains to be financed in its 

entirety but promises to be truly 

ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀΧ 
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News from the Milpe and  

Río Silanche Bird Sanctuaries 

There is a new building at Milpe with modest office space 

and a showroom for handicrafts. Come on in and see the 

community of Milpe´s women´s handiwork. These 

neighbors have received training thanks to an initiative 

ōŜƎǳƴ ōȅ a/CΩǎ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ DŀǊȅ {ƘƛƭǘȊ ŀƴŘ ǿƛŦŜ 

Karen. You can pick up fun and useful crafts while watching 

the hummingbirds out the window. During certain parts of 

the year the Club-winged Manakins lek just beyond the 

glass. With cellular modem internet hook-up and other 

ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ   

 

 

Both sanctuaries have shade coffee plantations begun in 

2006, and we have just harvested the first beans. Shade 

coffee that is 2X bird friendly: it creates great habitat and 

ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛŦƛŜǎ ƻǳǊ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΣ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊƛŜǎΩ 

sustainability. This is also a viable model for our local 

neighbors to replicate as an alternative to the slash and 

burn forest destruction that is so prevalent throughout the 

tropics. 

(Ecoroute cont.) Χcommunity 

run place to stop while visiting 

the Ecoroute or for everyday 

passers-by where the myriad 

conservation challenges cloud 

forests face will be highlighted. 

A nearby site museum near 

Yumbo tribe pre-incan ruins is 

receiving some 500 visitors a 

week, and we believe the 

business model will transfer 

well to our location. 

A three year funding pledge 

from the Heavy Crude Pipeline 

company provides funds for the 

basic operation of Ecoroute 

information and control points 

at the route´s three main 

entries, but other project goals 

remain to be funded: the micro-

enterprise for road maintenance 

especially once funded will 

create 10 local jobs and true 

community impacts while 

providing tourism services. 

USAID and the Belgian Technical 

Cooperation have both provided 

small grants to purchase 

communications gear and 

computers for these control 

points, a webpage and a set of 

mountain bikes that will be 

rented as a tourism service by 

community members who 

completed a native guide 

training course. 

These small steps begin to show 

the projecǘΩǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ 

highlight the need for greater 

funding. 
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News from the Milpe and Río Silanche Bird Sanctuaries (cont.) 

Our bird sanctuaries are now must visit locales for all birders in Ecuador. They also work in every sense 

of the word; 2007 entrance fees and merchandise sales helped us achieve a 7% surplus over operating 

expenses. MCF walks the talk: efficient and effective conservation solutions.  

In 2008 we were 

lucky to have Cornell 

ornithologist Kim 

Bostwick stay while 

testing a hypothesis 

on Club-winged 

Manakin evolutionary 

adaptations and how 

it really is that they 

chirp like crickets! We 

were also fortunate 

to have two interns 

from Canada´s Atlantic Council for International Cooperation (ACIC) and various volunteers from 

France, Switzerland, Ecuador and beyond.  

Property donation of 425 acres of pristine cloudforest on 

the banks of the Mindo River 

Thanks to a kind donor in the USA and the estimable help of World 

Land Trust-US and the Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative, MCF has 

a new property at higher altitude protecting a whole new suite of 

birds. This area along the Ecoroute is home to Spectacled Bear, 

Tanager Finch, Ocellated Tapaculo and much much more. By mid 2009 

we plan to have simple visitor information posted along the one well- 

maintained trail. Best views over the Mindo Nambillo Protected 

CƻǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tƭŀǘŜ-billed 

Mountain -Toucan. Toucan Barbets too! 

MCF now has birdy properties at three altitudes, Río Silanche around 

400 meters (1350 feet); Milpe at 1100 meters (3650 feet) and our new 

ŘƛƎǎ ǳǇ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ нолл ƳŜǘŜǊǎ όтсрл ŦŜŜǘύΧΦ 

This brings up an interesting point: we need to baptize the new forest. 

Your suggestions welcome. 

MCF is a small 

organization with 

low operational 

overheads. e.g. Our 

office is at the Milpe 

Bird Sanctuary. 

Donations go where 

they are neededτthe 

field!  

Please contact us for 

information about 

our projects and to 

see how you can 

help! 
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Carbon Offset Creation 

With financial support from the Flemish Fund for Tropical Forests, the Belgian foundation Groenhart 

vzw and Conservation International, MCF has created a Project Design Document to sell carbon offsets: 

298 hectares (740 acres) of degraded cattle pasture will be converted to bird habitat thanks to this 

first-of-a-kind project that helps build forest connectivity in and around three Birdlife International 

designated Important Bird Areas (IBAs).  Participating properties are privately owned by 18 neighbors 

of the Ecoroute and the Milpe and Rio Silanche Bird Sanctuaries. We are building bridges with 

communities and between remnant forests. And it is an economically viable model that brings in 

further conservation funds for the foundation. Cost effective solutions matter! 

These same generous 

sponsors like our work 

and are financing 

another reforestation 

for climate change 

mitigation project in 

2009. This project is in 

northern Ecuador on 

the Ibarra-San Lorenzo 

road, between four 

IBAs! We are creating 

tens of thousands of 

carbon credits for sale! 

Watersheds improved! Habitat creating alternative incomes! Planting of first project begins February, 

2009.τConsider, climate change is perhaps the greatest threat facing birds and all other life forms. If 

we can help mitigate it while growing quality habitat for the birds we love, we had better start today. 
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Meliaceae Carapa spp. ready to plant from our native tree nursery at Milpe. 
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